G HAPTER    IX
CONCLUSION
In an amusing and stimulating book called The North-
ward Course of Empire, the polar explorer Vilhjalmur
Stefansson has set out his views on the future use of
Arctic lands. His way of thinking is an emphatically
optimistic one and provokes contention, but it contains
nevertheless a number of interesting considerations,
and it is amusing to see how the development of the last
ten years has followed the course predicted by Stefansson,
The author goes to work in a thorough manner. He
begins by talking of the ancient Egyptians and the
people of the Persian civilisation, who regarded the
regions north of the Mediterranean as the uttermost
boundary of the world, beyond which no civilisation
could thrive. Time passes, and Greeks and Phoenicians
are succeeded by the Roman Empire. For the Romans,
the Alps formed an almost insurmountable barrier: north
of them came Ultima Thule, whose inhabitants were re-
garded almost as beasts. Caesar's expeditions into Gaul
and as far as the coasts of Britain remain isolated adven-
tures. These tracts of forest-clad and partly uninhabited
country may have been formally incorporated into the
mighty Roman Empire, but they were not regarded as
being of any economic importance, and that they might
one day evolve their own civilisation would have been
absolutely unthinkable.
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